v—r Dick, 1/16/77 

I as disappointed not is have heard from you .best Th. Maw CsM£U*2i,Sk' 

seat sutl ers I have seas publishing asd srketing experience and I knew 
the ceaasrelsl potential is very real - and that it is sew. That Zebra dees net know 
this 1 cannot believe. I de understand their interest la a bullshit bask they can sell 
as they did Kc^aaald'i fabrication. Most publisher prefer crap eo the political n»_ 

1 * 08 t ava.d solid works that are critical ef government. is sue exanple these has 
been ne single real Watergate expose. I have offered to let then knew what the rest sf 
the bonk will say without response. It dees net b oob necessary for decision to require 
all this ties. I'd appro cists it if you'd force end answer, yes ef ue, new. If they say 
ae there should be ether nail possibilities on this subject* 


Separate from the subject la what is uniquely Blue in thin work, what the cracks 
who infeet the field cannot steal. It le all quite merchantable. Mere with what I have 
dene in court en this. Met even in ay own prior work is then the amount ef ence-secret 
evidence. Of this such sere than can be used is suitable from dramatic facsimile reproduction 
in the text? as a substitute for quotation. I'a talking about the kind of atuflf that 
people never see and few knew exists. Believe as 1 as talking about tbs book that caa 
crack sae ef the sajsr crimes In eur history and with it be the seat definitive expose 
yet ef the FBI. It, today, is a separate hot topic. 


The Uuuee committee has already taxon another tack, one met easily turned free if 
they ever feel tho direction ef the wind. They have assumed fiay Is the' assassin is s 
cons piracy. Ueking at it this way vs ere talking about s book that will wreck a Cangrei 
aienal investigation end make it turn around. 


. R#r * 1 ditfr * M f#r b*** thing you should knew eoeut then. I breko off with thes and 
told Sprague, chief counsel end staff director, that I would have nothing to de with then 
as long es he rsaalned with the aeaxittee and so* lebert o-or remained on its staff. I 
made out a case against Ozer, whaae conduct was very bad in the wwrst preaecuterlal way 
and who was authoritarian. He had been the top ana on the ding case. Wuietly he has 
departed. Sprague's own position is net good new. Hie departure will net surprise so. 

His preblews a tea fr>a three things two sf whloh begin with ms. Thi ether Is something 
1 earned hi* against last October. 


. T * * ' th * y b »« un t0 turn en the lowest level. They are using Fraae-Do so 
their text. Their ceps are reading the book. They have bought every copy in Washington. 

They would have osse tors for thes had it net been for the stem. (*e ere snowed iT 
except by feet . ) This in the ether side - that their work cones free ny work, .ihich will 
%* k ’ Unlsea they cop out entirely their investigation will be based en the third 
f“ pt ” i itt So on this aspect, before there can be any investigation, 

lesvs alone an official report, there is s book that dees it all. That certainly can bo sold. 

I have Just finished going through about 5,000 individual itaas of sensationally 

unprecedented character. Ky note alone are about 7.500 words on this stuff alone. % 

*“ T * t * I * * * * * * * * * li * 1 11 another thousand pages. They await as, already espied 

far me. The store alone accounts for ay net -orkiug ea tiisa «t this sinute. They wj n be 

put en a non-stop Greyhound bus team-row and If I cannot get out to sieet it I will aka 

have a friend awaiting it for ae. I Mean these are free Clarence ^alley's hot- little hands 

to no, covered by ebeut a dozen letters tho lest sf which osme only yesterday. 

I was right net to put this third part an paper without a contract. I would havek had 

it 4 th ! *“** **■? 1 thiak 1 “ “•* *t the point ef diminishing returns 

«m this stuff. I say this fret what I knew ef the FBI’s MO in political cases. There will 

be sore efs significance but later. I'd rather not discuss this by phene. 1 do wish it 
were possible far us to spend seas tise talking about it. 
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If I had ay druthers I would apt far a hard back and what mat publishers never 
can aider, an instant hardback, prats ted with all the hat-breath azdteaent ef a news 
atery, tks like the Extra edit lens af pre-elec trenlc reporting. dith apologies te the 
revlewere but we just canCt held t)da — the '•engreas has te have it. There is ne staggers— 
tiaa la thia. A hardback weuld have a long life even with reprint. I an cenfi&ant af 
uaa as callage texts despite the popular approach. 

Thia gets te cne af oj real dlsappointaents in all this work, that ne caaneroial 
pubUahar cauld aae the cemaeroial pesnibilities In a subject that weuld net die in hie 
lifetine. The alternative is that ne publisher bad the courage, txm thia and your 
currant experience I hap* you oar aac $h*t abaht 1967 or 1968 1 had te recent ny rale 
and oenaider that ay aajar responsibility la ta gat the wark dene and than an papar, 
regardless ef hew it cane out, ana then ge an ta ethar waxk end get it an paper, tee. 

la east cases fear la the reality, “e a e*e it Is accompanied hi' shane. 

The residual interest ir there and will be there. Just yesterday the ^niverulty 
of Oragas asked far all my papers. Rather I received the letter yesterday, fra* tlie 
librarian in charge af their aoquleitiaas end archives, ifiere I as, witiieut a degraa, 
and they went It far advanced sohelarship, restricted te graduate use. I had te tell 
than I've precised it te klsoensln unless there la an affar than Includes helping ne 
new. hut 1 have a doctoral thesis eeing based an see little part af ay wark that I think 
will cake a geed bosk.) After the normal cstjtjs- cial life this book will be used 1* 
black studies programs is aony schools. ^ 

Ths altuatisn is forcing ns k hats te have te think about, what 1 can 

de with all this work if 1 hgve ne publisher, as Maaingful contract. I tut# ta tike 

tins fssa the work but I can't waste the work, either. 

we 

Can y eu iaagine kfagl work when I have sere than two file cabinets of ence-eecret 
official records I'va not had tine te read'r They are casing in at a rata ef mere than 

pages a week free one agency only aad another has begun te process what baa te be 

an enaralty far no fren the estimated search fee ef 61,000 ef which I've feu te pay half, 

I've had an approach from Raw Tianr.. They want te de a piece a week. Ansae phoned 
ns. Re has to be hard up far this. He should be back te so before tee long. Ky proposal 
was that thay take what they want free my work and write it theBoelves, that wa take it 
«n an ites-hy-ite* b ala, seme at their regular rdta aec» to be negotiated because I 
Ulieve they are w»rth mere. This related te JVK. I'll beve te see hew it goes but I 
»ey have te wind up offering a package. The Initial affar can oslve »y regular financial 
preblaK, haw ta pay the caste of that* acquisitions. Last jour It cam* ta about $100 a 
week and 1 had re regular liccxe. I woo lfiuly t* rtceiv* a few gifts and speaking engngenoats. 
This is what paid the costa. That account now 1 b about «apty. Viyjt the tins it is I'll 
have te be in a position to continue paying. 

As long as we have thia kino af weather I'll not be leaving hoco except for short 
errands. I nay be able to get the lane cl-.arjl' ef anew. If I de net I will be haae. How- 
ever, when I leav*, and 1 anoula e*t to kaohingtou thia waek, I aa generally heco for 
ouprer. It la oafs te call absut 8 p.s. 1 will nat ge into all the specif ica I'd like to 
by phone, ^hia ia net paranoia, kill Uttle ay little I'a getting ttm stuff on ne froa the 
speekeriea. They were going tlireugh By garbage aa early as 1940, Thay 1 ve had two y-t 9 f 
■ail caver af which 1 have their proof. I have had accounts of the transcripts ef ay 
conversations frer those who have ceea tbsc and obviously have to be protected. 

heat. 


